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TAGS: PINS, RH 

SUB: RHODESIA: MAJOR RACE COMMISSION RECOMMENDATIONS 
REJECTED 

REE: CAPE TOWN 786 

1. AS EXPECTED, SMITH REGIME HAS REJECTED MAJOR RECOMMENDATIONS 
OF REPORT OF COMMISSION OF INQUIRY INTO RACIAL DISCRIMINATION, 
RELEASED JUNE 15 (REFTEL). BEGINNING PARLIAMENTARY DEBATE 
ON REPORT JULY 2, LEADER OE HOUSE REG COWPER PRESENTED 
GOVERNMENT'S "BROADLY BASED CONCLUSIONS." HE SAID SUGGESTION 
THAT 1969 LAND TENURE ACT (WHICH COMMISSION HAD IDENTIFIED 
AS SINGLE MOST IMPORTANT CASUE OF BLACK RESENTMENT), BE 
SCRAPPED AND THAT BLACKS BE ALLOWED TO PURCHASE LAND IN EUROPEAN 
FARMING AREAS WAS "ERAUGHT WITH PROBLEMS" AND UNACCEPTABLE. 
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ROLL AND ITS RECOMMENDATION THAT COURTS BE GIVEN AUTHORITY TO 
RULE WHETHER AN INDIVIDUAL'S RIGHTS, AS STIPULATED IN RHODESIAN 
DECLARATION OE RIGHTS, HAD BEEN VIOLATED. (AT PRESENT ONLY 
PARLIAMENT CAN RULE ON ISSUES ARISING FROM DECLARATION. 

COWPER SAID THAT TO CHANGE THIS SYSTEM WOULD BE UNFORTUNATE 
EMULATION OF U.S. WHERE, HE 
ASSERTED,COURTS HAVE BEGUN TO LEGISLATE.) 

RECOMMENDATION TO ESTABLISH A PERMANENT RACE RELATIONS BOARD 
WAS TOO INVOLVVED AND WOULD REQUIRE CONSIDERABLY MORE STUDY, 
HE SAID. 

2. COWPER REITERATED GOVERNMENT'S POSITION, AS FIRST STATED 
BY SMITH ON JUNE 14 THAT MANY OF REPORT'S RECOMMENDATIONS 
WERE REASONABLE. SPECIFICALLY, HE ACCEPTED, AMONG OTHERS, 
PRINCIPLE THAT URBAN COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL LAND SHOULD BE 
OPEN TO OWNERSHIP AND TRADE FOR ALL RACES, THAT ALL HOTELS BE 
GIVEN OPTION TO BECOME MULTIRACIAL AND THAT THERE SHOULD BE NO 
RESTRICTIONS ON MULTIRACIAL ADULT SPORT. 
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